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THE AESTHETIC OF

by Diane Weisbeck
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On August 17, 1661, Nicolas

Fouquet (Financial Secretary

ke to King Louis XIV of France)

held what was to become one

of the most lavish and ex-

travagant fétes of the seven-

teenth century. His magnificent chateau — a
true shrine to beauty on a grand scale — was
opened to thousands of invited, privileged roy-

als, nobles, and the principal aristocrats of the
kingdom. Two weeks later, Fouquet was arrest-

ed and imprisoned for life.

It seems Fouquet’s recently completed estate
named Vaux-le-Vicomte was too sumptuous,

t00 impressive, and too breathtaking. Tt was a

marvel of composition and a bravura triumph of
architecture and design. The only problem was
that King Louis XIV was livid with jealousy:

Time-travel forward three and a half centuries,
and navigate to North America. In the United
States, we still have royalty among us and they
still have titles; not the titles of Renaissance
Europe, but titles nevertheless. Instead of “My
Lord”, we say “Chairman of the Board”, and
instead of “Countess,” we say “CEO.”
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Luckily, the prosperous aristocracy of the US, who
have both the exquisite good taste and the resourc-
es to express their sophistication and discernment
when designing a new home, have no fear of being
thrown into prison for exhibiting elegance and style.
Bur the three geniuses who created the celebrated
Vauscle-Vicomte (and then, subsequently, another
not-so-humble abode called the Palace of Versailles
for Louis XIV) have left an amazing legacy; although
these three persons are no longer in the phone book.
So who does a modern day “Duchess” or “Princess”
call when it is time to decorate their estate? They call

Wendy Eigen, interior designer to the haut monde.
How Wendy Works Her Magic

Since 1990, Wendy has been designing and creating
extraordinary interior spaces for fortunate clients na-
tionwide. Based in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey,
Wendy first meets with the client to begin the design
process for her initial tasks — to discover what col-
ors and styles make the client happy, and to appreci-
ate the lifestyle of her client. This is her “base” as she
proceeds to envision the possibilities. From a 20,000
square feet estate located in Saddle River, New Jer-
sey (with a phenomenal Medieval-styled wine cellar

and gorgeous billiard room, complete with coffered
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ceiling) o a 2,800 square foot stunning apartment dec-
orated in a spectacular Art Deco motif (located in the
Time Warner Center in NYC) to residential homes of
every conceivable scale, Wendy Eigen brings her im-
mense knowledge of inerior design to every project.

A dedicated believer in form and function, Wendy in-
sists that no matter what the size of the space (or the
budger), the house should be a home rather than a mu-
seum. Comfortable, livable, practical, and beautiful
are her descriptive guides. Whether discreet opulence,
custom details, or luxurious appointments, Wendy inte-
grates harmonious textiles, dramatic patterns, and wel-
coming splendor into each project. No detail is too small
for her attention. Absolute discernment is also one of her
principles, as she is careful to never duplicate fabrics or

furnishings in any residences within the same locality.
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Wendy also feels that, ideally, every room should display
a lovely floral arrangement; when guests visic, flowers
are particularly important. She also feels strongly about
integrating art and sculpture into her room designs.

“A house without ar is like a woman wearing a beauti-
ful dress without make-up,” Wendy stated. She travels
globally to seek out the perfect antique chandelier, the
precise candlesticks required, the “one-of-a-kind” acces-
sories, and the special accoutrements that are a signa-
ture of her artistry.

Looking carefully at the featured photos, one can almost
feel the sunny warmth of light streaming in through
the arched, Palladium windows in Wendy’s own home
solarium. The simple, elegant moldings create a play of
light and depth agains the muted cerulean-blue walls.
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‘The unique tufa limestone fireplace adds sublime texture
and dimension. In the photo that features a wine-tast-
ing room of a client (located in Franklin Lakes, New
Jersey), the warm, glowing, terra cotta floor tiles are

punctuated with rare, wormy, chestnut wood.

Tt is this intricate attention to detail that all of Wendy’s
clients have come to expect. In that same residence in
Franklin Lakes, the rich variety of textiles, colors, and
surfaces that Wendy brought to the clien’s living room
are visible. Wendy’s skill at creating harmony from a
multitude of contrasting (yet coordinating) fabrics is
abundantly evident in yet another photo, where eight
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different fabrics merge to create a delightful ambiance

of elegance and graceful living.

Itis not unreasonable to imagine that, if Louis the XIV
were around today (and purchased a penthouse suite in
the luxury NYC mega-tower, One57 (located on West
57th Street — often called Billionaire’s Row), Wendy
would be the obvious imperial “designer of choice”.
Would she design a lovely, secret passage for a royal
mistress? Who knows?! But, as a true leader within the
current field of interior design, astounding creativity is

another pigment in her broad palette.
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