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AN ENCHANTED WEDDING
DESIGNED BY RuTH L

BY DIANE WEISBECK

Leonardo da Vinci is thought to have said,
“Where the spirit does not work with the hand,
there is no art.” Five hundred years later, Ruth
Loiseau captures da Vinci’s sentiment in her
aristry.

In September of 2013, a fortunate “bride-to-be”
asked a friend to suggest someone to design the
floral arrangements for her upcoming wedding.
‘The friend’s suggestion proved to be propitious
and insightful.

Melissa and Andrew met with Ruth in the Old
Meeting House in Granville, Massachusets.
Originally constructed in 1747 — and replaced
in 1802 — the Old Meeting House has seen
many restorations and renovations. In colonial
America, a meeting house was usually the first
public building that colonists constructed in a
new village. Typically, the meeting house served
as both church and town hall. The historic
significance of this particular building cannot
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be underestimated. It is not unreasonable to
imagine Paul Revere attending a meeting in this
building. Currently, a different kind of history
is made on this site every time a bride and
groom are joined in marriage — as were Melissa
and Andrew in the fall of 2013.

In describing her meeting with Ruth at the
Old Meeting House, Melissa said, “Andrew
and I explained to Ruth what we felt about
our wedding flowers, the mood we wanted to
express, and the many ideas we had. She was
immediately able to translate what we were
looking for, even when we were not able to
fully express it. She knew. She understood
beautifully.”

43




image2.jpg
WEDDING

The result of Ms. Loiseau’s involvement was the
transformation of the simple meeting house
into a spiritual abode that envisioned love,
honesty and nature. Ruthis creative expression
centered on designing an interior forest of
life-sized birch trees for the space — in essence,
bringing the outdoors in! As Ruth explained,
“Flowers and nature speak to my soul” The
anonymous quote, “God writes the Gospel, not
in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and
clouds and stars” is brought to mind at seeing
the transformation.

Through a multi-step process, Ruth gathers,
prepares, and repurposes birch-bark to create
birch “trees” (as well as birch-bark baskets)
which can be installed indoors. At Melissa

and Andrew’s wedding ac the Old Meeting
House, these lined the aisle and were filled with

flowers. Ruth wrapped grape vines around the
birch trees which added texture and movement
to the statuesque trees. Floral designs of cone
hydrangeas  (Hydrangea  paniculata), ~baby’s
breath (Gypsophila), and elegantly-presented
tll grasses added to the natural beauty of the
design.

To promote the concept of the marriage bond,
Ruth suggested two blooming hydrangea trees
flanking the altar. Following the the ceremony,
these two trees were planted in the yard of the
newly married couple, reminding them each
day of their wedding ceremony.

For the reception, held at the Ranch Golf Club
in Southwick, Massachusetts, Ruth expanded
the implementation of the theme with the
inclusion of brilliant woodland flowers and tiny
lights that twinkled. She also incorporated a
variety of intricate details into the floral design,
which appealed to them on a very personal
level. For example, Melissa and Andrew wanted
to add particular family photos as part of the
wedding display. Ruth visualized the images
printed in sepia tones on canvas, and designed
a display that fic perfectly with the rustic yet
sophisticated feel of the wedding.

Ruth Loiseau is a sculptor and architect utilizing
the elements of nature. While gazing at the
photographs of Melissa and Andrew’s wedding,
you canalmost hear the Angels singing Hosannas
in joy and adoration. She is a true visionary in
her floral designs, and there is magic within
every project she completes. Confirming what
Leonardo da Vinci recognized, Ms. Loiscau
creates masterpieces of nature by embodying
the true spiritual sensitivity of a couture floral
artist.





